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is the factor of time In the process of human generations.
It is an old tag that the paradox of one age is the commonplace of the next, and that tag is true. It is true, because young men are doubly formed. First, by the reality and freshness of their own experience, and next, by the authority of their elders.
You see the thing in the reputation of poets. For instance, when A is 20, B 40, and C 60, a new poet appears, and is, perhaps, thought an eccentric. UA" cannot help recognizing the new note and admiring it, but he is a little ashamed of what may turn out to be an immature opinion, and he holds his tongue. " B " is too busy in middle life and already too hardened to feel the force of the new note and the authority he has over " A " renders " A " still more doubtful of his own judgment. " C" is frankly contemptuous of the new note. He has sunk into the groove of old age.
Now let twenty years pass, and things will have changed in this fashion. "C" is dead. " B " has grown old, and is of less effect as an authority. "A" is himself in middle age,